Alterations of urea-insoluble membrane fraction, MP26, of Emory mouse lenses in aging and cataractogenesis.
Purified lens fiber membrane fractions from Emory mouse lenses and cataract-resistant control lenses were compared by SDS-PAGE. The differences in polypeptide patterns were determined for three ages. There was a striking alteration in MP24/MP26 ratio during aging and cataractogenesis which appears to be due to a normal age-dependent conversion of MP26 to MP24, and which is accelerated during cataractogenesis.